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Abstract

Although the plantation asa social and economic organizing principle continues to dominate early mod-
ern Caribbean historiography, recent literature has explored outside of its confines to document a range
of Antillean inhabitants who were neither masers nor daves. These subjects exploited the inter- imperial
tluidity of the region to their advantage in order to carve out commercial, trategic, and cultural niches,
This article surveys new studies on smugglers, soldiers, and European ethnic minorities in the colonial
Caribbean. These groups are representative examples of much larger sinew populationsthat the dominant
higtoriographical paradigm of s gar and slaves has overlooked, Despite planters’ attempts to essentialize
race, class, legal status, and occupation into their simplest forms, a broad body of historical actors resisted
and coexised with the plantation complex and reshaped the des igns of empires in the process.

In his 2007 survey of Caribbean history, Frank Moya Pons writes that

one can understand the Caribbean only as an organic economic systemn, as a throbbing heart continu-
ously pumping sugar and other commaodities to the world market via the Atlantic, while at the same
time consuming millions of lives forcefully extracted from Africa and other parts of the world.!

2011 textbooks from B. W, Higman and Stephan Palmié and Francisco Scarano (eds.) offer less
plantation-centric interpretations of Caribbean history. Nevertheless, both still identify the
colonial Caribbean, and its associated processes of indigenous decimation, African slavery, and
monocrop export agriculture, as the bellwether of rapacious commercial modernity.” Thes
aurveys acknowledge, to differing degrees, many of the historiographical asumptions underly-
ing the study of the early modern Caribbean. With the possible recent exception of the Haitian
Revolution, the plantation complex has been the preeminent lens by which scholars have
understood the area’s weial, economic, and political currents’

There are obvious reasons why scholarship on the early modern Caribbean has given such
primacy to the institution of sugar slavery. More than in other colonial contexts, the Caribbean
witnessed the near obliteration of pre-European societies and their replacement by a socioeco-
nomic model designed to extract maximum profit on a totalizing scale. Additionally, the plan-
tation complex has fit smoothly into a variety of historiographical schools, Imperial higory
renderings of the Caribbean emphasized each European power’s sugar holdings. N ationalist,
post-war historians of the Caribbean found the plantation a convenient social organizing prin-
ciple before the rise of modern nationsin the region. Some Caribbean observers coupled davery
and sugar to the birth of capitalisn and modernity.* More recently, the plantation sysem has
erved asthe backdrop for tudies on the dave trade, slave life, and the Black Atlantic.’ Although
new investigations of Caribbean sdavery beyond the sugarcane fields have contributed substan-
fally to our understanding of forced labor's complexity, plantation- focused studies ili predom-
nate in the higoriography.®
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This essay seeks to broaden the scope of what constitutes early modern Caribbean history by
surveying recent literature on free “sdnew populations,” as [ have labeled them, outside of the
plantation’s confines.” In particular, [ divide some of the historical subjects profiled by these
works into three types of Cartbbean inhabitants: smugglers, soldiers, and European ethnic
ninorities. None of the new research questions plantation davery as the overarching milieu
of early modem Caribbean society. Instead, current scholarship demonstrates that the narrative
of plantation-driven development cannot, by itself, explain the diverse higtorical experiences of
Caribbean life in the colonial period. The region produced conglomerations of individuals that
were neither magters nor slaves. These sinew populations coexiged with, defied, and
circumvented the plantation complex. They were representative of the commercial dynamism,
drategic importance, and demographic diversity of the early modem Antilles. Although sinew
populations have been treated as ancillary to narratives of Caribbean history, they formed the
connective tissue of European projects in the region and inadvertently prevented highly
uncqual and artificial societies from collapsing.

Caribbean sinew populations are facinating specifically because they enjoyed unparalleled
social fluidity across imperial lines due to geopolitical circumstances. As the first point of entry
and the last point of exit for much ofthe Americas, the Caribbean was at the crossroads of a vag
Atlantic system. In this space, colonies of several major European nations uneasily coexisted
cheek by jowl. Islands marked as economic jewels often sat next to forgotten castaways,
prompting entrepreneurs and states to seize upon ingrown market inefficiencies. The geogra-
phy and h}dmgmph;c currents of the Caribbean encouraged tmﬂ%impendl contact between
individuals and polities even when imperial divisions did not.* Caribbean inhabitants might
change their imperial identities, occupations, and legal atuses through short, itinerant sea
voyages.

Before surveying these historical actors, a few caveats are in order. Firgt, Antillean occupa-
tional categories and identities were rarely static or self-contained. Therefore, this article’s
groupings possess a somewhat artificial fixity. Second, the three groups profiled here are only
asampling of Caribbean-based populations marginalized by earlier plantation-dominated histo-
riography. This article could compile abundant new material to discuss free people of color,
indigenous groups, urban dwellers, and even more conceptual protagonists such as diseases or
natural disasters. [ have selected literature on smugglers, soldiers, and European ethnic minorities
because they were free, mobile, trans-imperially oriented, and involved in three major concerns
of the early modern Caribbean (trade, defense, and population). Moreover, with the exception
of some early English indentured servants, they chose thur level of interaction with the planta-
tion complex and usually elected to exigt on its margins.” Finally, aside from some outliers, this
aurvey centers its analysison scholarship of the 18th-century Caribbean mainly because detailed
work on the 16th and carly 17th centuriesis «ill in its infancy.'” With these limitations in mind,
this essay concludes by discussing future avenues of research in the study of carly modem
Caribbean social groups. As the works considered here demonstrate, the activities of Caribbean
sinew populations represented a quiet rebellion against a system that marginalized all people not
profiting from the master—slave dichotomy.

Srrugglers

The Caribbean was a bustling hive of commercial activity in the carly modem period. Valuable
primary products like Caribbean sugar drove imperial governments to circunmacribe this colonial
bounty within closed systemsoftrade. Yet, geographic proximity of rival colonies, the potential
for profit, and basic want in peripheral societies prompted Antillean subjects to conduct inter-
imperial transactions that mercantile monopolists considered unlawful, Thes smugglers and
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their asociates lived peripatetic lives that added wrinkles to the taut Caribbean economic
narrative of plantation society and giant merchant houses. Although imperial officials worried
about its threat to territorial and commercial sovereignty, contraband trade was essential and
endemic to the Caribbean.

Despite the ubiquity of smugglers and smuggling in the region, Caribbean scholarship made
only halting attempts to understand the practice’s impact until the 1980s and 1990s,!! Studies
from this period established illicit trade as an important subject of investigation in its own right
rather than a mere offshoot of piracy and brigandage. Some scholars used smuggling as a means
to pursue broad surveys of the Caribbean basin, quantitative gudies of trade, and revisionist
imperial higtories.'” Others examined regional political economies that were heavily invesed
in Black market trade."?

More recent rescarch has approached contraband trade holistically, emphasizing the
smuggler’s integral place in a web of social connections that linked together subjects,
colonial administrations, and trans-imperial spaces. Several works have explored the creation
or alteration of colonial identities as a result of inter-imperial trade. Although not strictly
focused on illicit commerce, Michael Jarvis's definitive work on early modern Bermuda
demonstrates that smuggling, as the most prominent of a host of maritime entrepreneurial
activities, propelled coloniststo greater autonomy from British imperial designs. R ather than
capitulating with metropolitan schemes to transform the isdand into a series of tobacco
plantations, Bermudians took to the seas as contrabandists, salt rakers, salvagers, and turtle
hunters. Bermuda’s outsized commercial and cultural affinities with the unconsolidated
Caribbean accounted for its marginal status within Britigh imperial designs."* Arguing some-
thing quite different, Christian Koot analyzes a range of quasi- legal and illegal Anglo-Dutch
trade in the 17th-century British West Indies and New York to conclude that colonists
chose to belong to an emerging British commercial empire after long dalliances with
inter-imperial trade. England’s under-sourced Caribbean colonies enjoyed Dutch trading
contacts that pre-dated English attempts at mercantile exclusivity and only acquiesced to
more restrictive commercial regulations when it became clear that their increasing depen-
dence on sugar planting favored a protectionigt economy.!

Smuggling influenced not only colonigs but also the local officials that governed them. New
work on contraband trade has noted the crucial role of lower colonial officials as mediators
between autonomous subjects and centralizing gate apparatuses. In an article and his larger
monograph, Kenneth Banks notes the patron—client relationships at work between administra-
tors and smugglers in the I8th-century French Caribbean. Particularly in Martinique, official
complicity in smuggling was an endemic economic enterprise as officials protected illicit slave
traders in return for substantial cuts of their profits.'® Alan Karras similarly finds British and
Spanish officials using their positions in the peripheral outposts of 18th-century Florida, the
Bahamas, and northern Hispaniola to advance the scale and influence of illicit trans-imperial
exchange. Karras views corrupt authorities less as opportunistic parasites and more as benevolent
go-betweens. By controlling the flow of in formation back to Europe, they negotiated between
the date’s unrealitic commercial expectations and colonits' illegal deeds. In the process,
officials ensured some measure of economic development and political stability for their
jurisdictions.!”

New economic and political treatments of smuggling examine how imperial geopolitics in-
tluenced and were influenced by informal negotiations over contraband trade. Whereas earlier
works, such as Lance Grahn's book, described smuggling as a tool of economic self-sufficiency
in the general higory of early 18th-century Spanish America, more recent investigations have
focused on the importance of war in fostering digtinet smuggling patterns.'® G. V. Scammell's
general survey of British trade with Spanish America highlights the carly-to-mid- 18th century
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as a time where almost continual warfare and British naval superionity deamated Spanish
Atlantic trade. To survive their isolation, Spanish American inhabitants dramatically increased
their commerce with non-Spanish Caribbean marketplaces, often with the acquiescence of
metropolitan officials.!”” The discrete statistical analyses of Adrian Pearce confirm a tacit
acceptance of inter-imperial trade as an economic necessity by Spanish policymakers of the late
18th century. The 1766 opening of British Caribbean free ports, which permitted limited trade
with all empires, caused Spanish American vessls to add illicit gops at British ports into
otherwise legal voyages. The practice of holding auctions in Spanish ports of Spanish ships
and materials captured by British maritime forces (rexates) served as pretense for a range of
under-the-table transactions during the wars of the French Revolution. In both cases, British
and Spanish policymakers tolerated a mix of legal and illegal trans-imperial exchange in order
to reinvigorate colonial economies decimated by long periods of wartime want.”

Finally, scveral higtoriansare using the unintended consequences of Black market trade in the
Caribbean asa meansto chart the divergent development of individual colonies. Linda R upert’s
new book on early modern Curacao reveals how the idand’s population underwent processes of
creolization through smuggling. She contends that Curagao’s high volume of contraband trade
unmoored it from European commercial plans and accelerated its Americanization. Covert
commerce was responsible for the upward mobility of two of its most prominent participating
groups (Afro-Caribbeans and Sephardic Jews) and the creation of a new lingua franca
{Papiamentu) to bridge language barriers in multi-imperial trade.”* Emesto Basst offers a similar
argument on the commercial autonomy of Caribbean New Granada (Colombia) in the
immediate pre-independence era. His work concentrates on altemative geographies formed
by a number of higorical actors in the region as they navigated a “Greater Caribbean” that
placed little importance on imperial designations. Wayuu Indians, slaves, neglected port
dwellers, and revolutionaries all plied Caribbean trade connections to asert their economic
and political independence from a Spanish imperial government focused on the far-away
Andes, On the whole, this new scholarship on smuggling portrays Caribbean commercial
autonomy through illicit means as a phenomenon that deeply troubled imperial planners and
profoundly impacted identity formation at a regional level.

Soldiers and Militiamen

A key consideration sometimes overlooked in discussions of early modem Caribbean political
economy is that European empires valued the region as much for its strategic importance as
for its extractive possibilities, For the Spanish, the Caribbean figured as a breakwater protecting
the more lucrative Spanish Main from invasion. For the French, English, and Dutch, establish-
ing military toeholds in the Antilles was essential for siphoning off Spanish colonial riches bound
for the mother country and later for defending their growing sugar edtates. The men most
responsible for the on-the-ground development and maintenance of this martial apparatus have
heen overlooked in higtorical literature. New interest in this subject has resulted in a range of
monographs and articles in the last several decades.

In particular, scholars have turned their attention to the lived experiences of soldiers and the
communities they garrisoned. The general consensus continuesto gressthat professional oldiers
from abroad overwhelmingly suffered in the Caribbean. Michael Duffy and Roger Buckley
have illustrated the hellish realities of a Caribbean detail for British regulars. Duffy’s book, a
narrative account of British West Indian campaigns againg revolutionary France in the 1790s,
portrays the Leser Antilles as a death trap for soldiers uninitiated to New World and African
diseases. Garrison men feared inadequate hospitals and turmed to aleohol as a medicinal and
comforting alternative. Only the lure of cash payments and potential plunder from captured
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idandscould entice recruits and mercenaries. 2 Buckley sketchesan even grimmer picture of life
in British strongholds of Jamaica and the Leser Antilles, Disease and climate killed off the ma-
Jority of soldiers while those who survived were left to rot by London administrators who forgot
to relieve them. The taboo of conscription in an empire where a standing army was sill a nov-
elty in the 18th century meant that military officials resorted to improvisational methods inchud-
ing the recruitment of convicts, mercenaries, and boys for soldiering. Despite this bleak
existence, soldiers formed communities in the garrisons that encompassed many ethnicities,
races, religions, professons, and nationalities Marjoleine Kars’s study of a mutiny among
Dutch soldiers in Berbice (present-day Guyana) recounts similar miseries and attempts at com-
munal self-preservation. Tasked with putting down a dangerous save revolt in a pestilential
environment in 1763, the soldiers mutinied and joined the former daves they had been tasked
with subduing. Kars concludes that circum-Caribbean soldiers should be viewed not only as
enforeers of imperial boundaries but also as transgressors of them and crucial go-betweens
who communed with European, Aftican, and indigenous worlds,**

Both professional and irregular armed forces had a complicated relationship with Afro-
Caribbeans. As Kars's article demonstrates, imperial administrators relied on military forces to
subdue rebellious daves as much as they expected them to defend idands againg foreign
invaders. Andrew Jackson O’Shaughnessy, in his study of British Wes Indian politics during
the American R evolution, points to British military protection from potential dave revolf as a
key factor in planter loyalism. Savvy landowners acknowledged that Caribbean militias and
cven British garrisons were ill-prepared to repel serious European armies. Their presence,
however, was worth funding because it could deter and pacify African uprisings.”

Paradoxically, British military strategists often disregarded the paranoia of planters by
recruiting slaves and free Blacks for military ervice. This decision came as a result of Caribbean
close geographic proximity to rivals, increasing regional militarization in the [8th century,
and environmental circumstances. It also had precedents in Spanish America, where officials
had recruited Afro- Caribbeans into struggles against invaders since the 16th century. During
the 1762 British siege of Havana and the later Caribbean engagements againg R evolutionary
France, massive detachments of unacclimated Europeans perished due to tropical diseases.”®
Science of the time suggested that Africans could tolerate extreme heat and withering
maladies better than Whites. For the siege of Havana, Daniel Walker documents how British
army officers attempted to raise 2000 slaves and 500 free mulattos from the British Caribbean.
Despite Jamaican planters’ hesitancy or outright refusal to loan out their daves, military
commanders were willing to alienate masters over this matter to secure precious recruits for
defensive and expeditionary forces.?’

For soldiers of color, military service could be empowering and alwo gifling. Free Blacks and
mixed race individuals claimed honor and privileges through military service, though, as Allan
Kuethe notes for Cuba, their gains frequently were circumscribed within their own social
spheres.”® Jane Landers argues that free people of color had greater opportunities in the militias
of the Spanish circum-Caribbean than Kuethe's work details. Militia service in both imperial
centers like Havana and the frontiers of Florida ingtilled corporate values, cemented social con-
nections, and offered unusual autonomy for individuals of African descent. All this took place
during an era when reactions to the Haitian R evolution inculcated widespread suspicion and
repression of most Blacks.”” Maria Bollettino’s disertation offers a British counterpoint to the
works of Kuethe and Landers. British imperial strategists had high hopes of turning daves from
adomestic security threat into a defensive aset durin g the eraof the Seven Years' War. Never-
theless, Bollettino finds that whereas armin g slaves and free Blacks as soldiers benefitted some
people of color, it did not promote systemic racial uplift or freedom for the majority of Afro-
Caribbeans. Instead, sereotypes of tropically-endurant Blacks only concretized notions of racial
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difference.’® In the French Caribbean, slaves used militia service as a path to manumission
whereas free men of color joined militia companies to differentiate themselves from slaves.
Stewart King contends that free colored troops served as an inexpensive alternative to French
regulars and a more palatable way to asemble defense forces and anti-maroon parties than
the unpopular muster of White colonigs. For elite free people of color, positions of militia lead-
ership offered social advancement through promotion and fictive kin networks strengthened by
martial ties.”" John Garrigus emphasizes the difficult questions of citizenship prompted by Afro-
Caribbean military participation. Colonial administrators had to strike a balance between main-
taining sufficient idand defenses and soothing the tempers of White planters, who brigled at the
rights granted to people of color. Garrigus and Laurent Dubois agree that military service
remained an important marker of French subjecthood/ citizenship for Afro-Caribbeans
throughout the colonial period. Yet, iﬁsreaéngiy discriminatory racial legislation in the late
18th century minimized military service’s appeal for free people of color even as it became
one of the only routes to manumission for slaves.”

Studies of the military in the early modern Caribbean have analyzed not only soldiersand
militiamen but also their relationships to the societies where they lived. In her recent disser-
tation, Elena Schneider posits that warfare in the form of the 1762 Siege of Havana only
accentuated previous peacetime connections between British and Spanish subjects. Before,
during, and after the siege, many by-products of military conflict including piracy,
privateering, slave trading, migration, and prisoner exchange bound the two empires’
Caribbean inhabitants and military men. A range of combatants, including the Afro-
Caribbeans that figure so pmmmmﬂy in her study, drifted between sides emphasizing the
permeability of imperial loyalties.”” Sherry Johnson's analysis of iSth»cenmry Cuba
describes the island as almost wholly dependent on the military for its economic sustenance.
Havana benefitted from the increased militarism of post- 1763 Bourbon R eforms. Not only
did armed forces provide revenue, but the influx of military men also increased the island’s
population and cemented a metropolitan-creole compact through bonds of marriage
between penmmiar soldiers and Cuban daughters. Military men stayed after their terms ef
service to raise families, acquire property, and pass on privileges to their creole sons.* In
addition to peninsular soldiers, elite creoles benefitted from military service by joining
militias. Long a marker of status in Spanish American society, militia service became increas-
ingly prestigious with Bourbon-era militarization. Allan Kuethe concludes that the Crown
co-opted Cuban elites and middling ranks alike with commercial privileges, money from
defense spending, and movement up the military ranks. These benefits prevented Cuban
creoles from seriously con{:emp%&mg independence at a time when the reg of Spanish
America wasrife with insurgency.’ Surveymg an earlier period in the 18th century in Santo
Domingo, Margarita Gascdn posits that while the military was the only vehicle for elite
control and advancement on the neglected island, these elites frequently disobeyed Crown
directives that did not align with their own interests. Jurisdictional exemptions from civilian
courts because of military service (fuercs) and tight-knit social networks made them nearly
impervious to peninsular officials looking ie prosecute them for insubordination and
involvement in the island’s illicit cattle trade.*®

Spanish Caribbean cohesion between military and society contrased markedly to the British
Cartbbean. Buckley argues that colonists saw the military as a direct threat to their domination
and resented paying for soldiers and fortifications. His findings, however, have been disputed by
O’ Shaughnessy, who highlights Weg Indian planters’ frequent requests for more garrison men
as a sign that sanding armies did not represent a loss of liberty or financial burden for them.”’
All of these works, which profile Antillean defenders, stress the importance of thinking of
Caribbean society as a military as well as an economic realm,
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European Ethnic Mincrities

An extremely diverse body of people undertook the work of Caribbean colonial development.
Overshadowed by the dominant political power of the planters and the numerical superiority of
the daves, groups of laborers, ervants, and entrepreneurs came across the Atlantic throughout
the early modern period to populate the region. These migrants left bleak or limited prospectsin
Europe to endure a hostile, but potentially enriching, existence in the idands. Many were ethnic
or marginalized minorities of their given empires. New scholarship on groups such as Scots,
Irishmen, and Jews has enriched understandings of the composition of the early modern
Caribbean. Somewhere in between the bipartite social order of plantation-controlled idands,
these cohorts filled necessary roles as clerks, managers, doctors, merchants, and indentured
servants. All of these groups maintained complex economic and cultural relationships with
the empires that hosted them.

The lion’s share of research on European ethnic minorities concerns the British Caribbean.
The hardships and prospects of migrants to the British West Indies have been the subject
of extensive debate, Hilary Beckles's foundational work on White indentured servants in
Barbados, including many Irishmen and Scots, cast them as the formative precursors to
African slaves. According to Beckles, Caribbean planters transformed the practice of inden-
tured servitude from a paternalistic labor structure imbued with a sense of moral economy
into a pitiless and impersonal system steeped n the same brutality, violence, and forced labor
that characterized slavery. Planters acquired the skills of slave ownership by treating migrants
as “temporary chattel,”

More recent work has disputed this portrayal. Literature on the Irish experience stresses that
not all migrants came from humble origins or confronted dismal fates. Donald Akenson has
noted Irish indentured servants’ upward mobility in Montserrat.*® Those servants who did well
usually left for more advantageous spots in the Caribbean or mainland colonies, Akenson argues

tional. On Monserrat, for example, the previous arrival of prosperous Irish migrants offered
pre-exidting networks to aid newcomers, Moreover, English inhabitants of the Leeward Idands
preferred to divide communities by class rather than by quasi-racial ethnic markers.* Krigen
Block and Jenny Shaw concur with Zacek about Trish agency in their invegtigation of this
group’s complex diplomatic maneuvers in the mid-to-late 17th century. Block and Shaw
contend that Irish immigrants to the Caribbean only solidified loyalties to Anglo projects of
colonization after proposing numerous schemes of alliance to Spanish and French colonial
officials.*! Dissenting from these interpretations is Larry Gragg, whose monograph on the early
settlement of Barbados finds the idand rife with mistrust between planters and servants. While
class divisons contributed to animosity, Gragg argues that planters, who hoped to recreate
English society as much as possible overseas, viewed the Irish as dangerous rebels and subversive
Catholics® Mos recently, Jenny Shaw’s 2013 monograph bridges these divergent perspectives
on Irish immigrants, Shaw emphasizes the discrimination and violence Irishmen encountered in
I7th-century Barbados and the Leeward Idands, and also emphasizes that hierarchy and social
difference were multivariate systems. Ordinary Irish settlers could manipulate them just as well
aswealthy Englishmen. Free and unfree labor (the latter category including indentureds), as well
as religion, represented the greatest markers of difference. Irishmen who wished to axcend into
the planter class eventually emulated English ideas of race and gender and convinced
Englishmen that their Catholicism was benign.*?
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Scots were similarly pragmatic and ambivalent regarding their identities within the larger
British Caribbean. In Sojourners in the Sun, Allan Karras calls attention to the temporary
tenures of Scottish migrants in 18th-century Jamaica. While Scots hoped to return home
after making their fortunes and formed Scottish enclaves in Jamaica, nostalgia did not cloud
their judgment. Scots exploited opportunities in a colony of absentee landowners to acquire
pragmatic and respectable positions as doctors, bookkeepers, and plantation managers.
Karras contends that Scots maintained loyalty to the crown during the American R evolu-
tionary War because they linked their individual financial independence to occupations in
the plantation system that British rule protected.*® Douglas Hamilton largely agrees with
Karras's depiction of [8th-century Scottish migrants to the Caribbean. Although they
preserved the clannish behavior of old country social relations in new settings, their
networks were flexible enough to incorporate outsiders. Both scholars concur with Natalie
Zacek that Scottish immigrants never sought to recreate Scotland abroad. Instead, they used
their superior educations to practice skilled trades and secure a comfortable return to the
British Isles.*> Karras, Hamilton, and Zacek stress that Jamaican Whites downplayed
European ethnic differences in the face of an overwhelming Black majority and bought into
a cohesive conception of Brtish Empire.

Although the uncertain integration of Jews into tmperial projects mirrored that of
Irish and Scottish migrants, Jewish experience with inter-imperial commerce surpassed
these other groups and made Jews arguably more valuable to colonial projects. Stephen
Fortune’s early work on Jewish traders in the 17th- and 18th-century British West Indies
argues that the British state encouraged their migration to the islands in order to benefit
from their vibrant commercial connections and financial asistance. Despite the Jewish
contribution to the stability of British Caribbean colonies during their formative years,
creole merchants saw the Jews as unwelcome competition.*® Paolo Bernardini and Norman
Fiering’s edited volume on the carly modern Jewry in the Western Hemisphere offers
chapters by Jonathan Israel, Wim Klooster, and John Garrigus on Jewish settlement in the
Antilles. Tsrael focuses on Jewish partnerships with the Dutch in Brazil and Curagao. He
argues that Dutch tolerance of Jewish merchants was based far more on need than human-
itarianism. Jews had been important in wrestling northern Brazil from the Portuguese and
later in assuring Curagao's commercial prosperity. Even the Spanish tolerated Jewish trade
from the Dutch Antilles because they feared English expansion more than Dutch Sephardic
smuggling. Klooster agrees that Jewish business out of Curagao and Suriname formed the
backbone of Dutch imperial riches in the Atlantic. Saint Domingue’s often overlooked
Jewish population is the subject of Garrigus's essay. He argues that Jewish efforts to carve
out civil rights for themselves in the early 18th century became an example for free people
of color looking to do the same later in the century. The latter group emphasized their value
to the colony, made gifts to the crown, and asked to be called “New Whites,” in explicit
reference to the “New Christians” label often applied to converted Jews.*” Aviva Ben-Ur
further explores Jewish Caribbean interactions with people of color in her essay on Afro-
Caribbean conversion to Judaism in early modern Dutch Suriname. Using an admittedly
small source body, Ben-Ur's exploratory study examines how numerically inferior but
socially dominant Jewish planters in the circum-Caribbean colony integrated their African
mistresses and mixed mce children into Jewish society through conversion, Black women
gained an important role in community structures because the transmission of Judaism
passed through their maternal side in cases of interracial unions.™ Overall, the Jewish expe-
rience in the Caribbean, along with that of the Irish and the Scottish, emphasizes the fluidity
of European ethnic identity and imperial tolerance for enterprising groups on the margins of
plantation society.*”
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